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Welcome to Mars Hill Church 


Stop by any Information Desk after any service or talk with a Connect Team member for a casual introduction to our church 
community. For more information, sermons, essays and more visit our website at www.marshillchurch.org. If you have additional 


questions, please email life@marshillchurch.org. 


What is Vox Pop? 


Vox Pop, “voice of the people,” is Mars Hill Church’s monthly newspaper. As the 1st century Christian church grew at a 
supernatural rate, the written word became vital in maintaining communication and community among believers. Not only did 
the letters of Paul play a huge role in this process, they’re in your Bible. Vox Pop is not your Bible. As Mars Hill continues to 
grow, however, our prayer is that the Holy Spirit will use our imperfect words to foster love between you and me and Him. 





Happy New 
Year from the 
Editor 


By Matt Winslow 





As | write this, it is mid-December and winter is in 
full swing. The symptoms are all there: I’m suffering from a 
horrendous head cold and rain is falling, turning to ice as 
it hits the road outside my house. Due to a strange quirk in 
the calendar, though, this is also what we consider to be 
the time of rebirth and renewal. (The Romans, from whom 
we get our months, had the year beginning in March, but 
when the Church adopted the calendar in the Middle Ages, 
they moved it to January.) 

For those of us who are Christians, we celebrate the 
new year with a remembrance of Christ's incarnation that 
resulted in our new life. But even those who don't proclaim 
Christ as Lord still think of the new year as something 
special, a time to make new commitments, to resolve to do 
things differently. 

This year at Mars Hill, January is indeed a significant 
month full of big change. This month will mark our ex- 
pansion to five services in Ballard and a new service in 
Shoreline. More importantly (to me), it marks the start of a 
new sermon series on 1 Corinthians. (page 3) 

lve always loved the book of 1 Corinthians. When | 
was preaching a sermon series at the small church | was 
a part of before coming to Mars Hill, | chose the book of 1 
Corinthians to teach from. As Pastor Mark points out in his 
introduction to 1 Corinthians this month, this letter talks a 
lot about how a church is supposed to run, how the body 
of Christ is to make itself beautiful for Christ, the church’s 
bridegroom. But the Corinthians weren't doing that; they 
were living all sorts of perversions and sinfulness. 

| think it’s a good thing that Mars Hill is going to 
start the new year with a study of such an important book. 


As we grow to half again as many services as we had in 
2004, the opportunity to fall into sinful ways is more ripe 
than ever. But the opportunity to grow in Christ is even 
more present. 

My grandmother, to her dying day, had a saying that 
she lived by: “If you grow up on skunks, you hanker after 
them.” This was her way of justifying her prejudices and 
bigotry. But as with all proverbs there is some truth in it: 
what we surround ourselves in and what we make our way 
of life is what we will end up desiring most. As we go into 
this new year, we should perhaps examine our lives and 
ask, “Do | hanker after Christ? Do | desire Christ as the 
center of my life?” 

As we learned in our recent series on the atonement, 
the cross of Christ is the centerpoint — the crux- of all 
of history. Everything points back to the cross, either in 
thankfulness for what Christ did for us there, or in dread 
of the judgment that the cross brings upon sinners. Every 
single person must ask himself or herself what meaning the 
cross will have in his or her life. 

But when we look upon Christ, we must be careful not, 
as the old saying goes, “to become so heavenly minded 
that we're no earthly good.” As Matt Johnson points out in 
his article in the Culture section (page 6), we are embod- 
ied creatures. Embodiment is not a bad thing, but we must 
do all to the glory of Christ, lest we fall into idolatry as the 
Corinthians did. 

One of the main themes at Mars Hill is living a mis- 
sional life -- living a life that is itself on mission for Christ. 
So, as we enter the new year, let us all, as the old hymn 
says, turn our eyes upon Jesus. This is a great time to be a 
believer in Seattle. As we make our way through the new 
year, as Paul teaches us to in 1 Corinthians, let us always 
remember Christ and Him crucified. \% 


Write to Vox Pop 
Send your comments, opinions and ideas to 
voxpop@marshillchurch.org 





VAR 
mil 







For the next nine months, 
Mars Hill Church will study 
1 Corinthians 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll mmm 


When it comes to their church, Christians tend to be 
a whiney bunch, nitpicking about what they don’t like. Such 
whiney nitpicks commonly pine for the days of the early 
church as a mythical golden age of Christianity when people 
really loved Jesus and churches really had their act together. 

Such Christians are funny because they have appar- 
ently not read one of the first letters in Scripture written to 
a church, 1 Corinthians. Paul planted the urban church of 
Corinth in a city noted for its ports, tourism, trade, educated 
people with crazy ideas, few Christians, media outlets, prox- 
imity to fertile farming land, holistic medicine, new wealth, 
sexual perversion of literally every sort (including strip clubs, 
cross-dressing transvestites, and cohabitating unmarried 
singles), poor urbanites who gave little to their church, drunk- 
enness, feminism, sporting events, art scene, and proud 
Christians who disrespected spiritual authority and disliked 
the teachings of Paul on everything from gender roles to 
homosexuality. Sound familiar? 

After planting the church and pastoring it free of charge 
for eighteen months, Paul left Corinth for other ministry op- 
portunities in Ephesus (Romans 16:8). People in the small 
church of perhaps fifty people quickly proceeded to deny 
the resurrection of Jesus, turn the Sunday church services 
into freak shows, get naked and have sex, sue each other for 
money, and even get drunk at communion in what could have 
only looked like a pilot episode of the Jerry Springer show. 

Visitors to the church were so distressed that they 
visited Paul to seek his counsel (Acts 16:17; 1 Corinthians 
1:11; 8:1; 11:18). The Corinthian church also sent Paul 
a letter with a number of questions that they wanted his 
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opinion on (1 Corinthians 8:1). The situation at Corinth had 
escalated so greatly that Paul had Timothy deliver his let- 
ter and investigate the church on his behalf (1 Corinthians 
4:17; 16:10). 

Throughout the letter, Paul frequently quotes directly 
from the letter he received from the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 
6:12-13; 8:5; 10:23). Because Paul was writing to a local 
church regarding specific issues and not writing a more 
general letter intended for multiple churches, it is important 
for us to first determine which question Paul was addressing 
so that we can rightly understand his answer; he notifies the 
reader when transitioning from one topic to another with the 
simple phrase “now” (1 Corinthians 7:1, 8, 25; 8:1; 12:1; 
16:1, 12). 


“Paul planted the urban church of Corinth in a city noted 


for trade, tourism, educated people with crazy ideas, holistic 


medicine, and sexual perversion of every kind (including 
strip clubs, cross-dressing transvestites, and cohabitating 
unmarried singles).” 
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One of the most confusing things about 1 Corinthians 
is that 1 Corinthians is technically not the first letter to the 
Corinthians. The letter we know as “1 Corinthians” is actually 
the second letter Paul wrote to the church. Since the first 
letter has been lost, however, we have no idea exactly what it 
said. Also, Paul’s other letter to the church, 2 Corinthians is 
also not technically Second Corinthians but is actually Paul’s 
fourth letter to the Corinthians; he wrote a third letter to the 
church which has also been lost. Therefore, the four letters 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians are as follows: 


Letter #1 — The First Lost Letter (mentioned in 1 Corinthians 
5:9-11) 

Letter #2 — First Corinthians (which is in the Bible) 

Letter #3 —- The Second Lost Letter (mentioned in 2 
Corinthians 2:3-4, 9; 7:8, 12) 

Letter #4 — Second Corinthians (which is in the Bible) 


We cannot be exactly sure why two of Paul’s four letters 
to the Corinthians have been seemingly forever lost. We can 
only speculate that perhaps they were not inspired of God 
and therefore God chose not to preserve them for the canon 
of Scripture. This would not be altogether surprising, as not 
everything Paul wrote was sacred and inspired Scripture (a 
reality which might explain why his grocery list did not make 
the Bible either). 

What we can be certain of is the great number of fac- 
tions and divisions in the small church. Some people in the 
church liked Paul, while others thought he was a crummy 
preacher and preferred Appollos or Peter, who had appar- 
ently preached there also. The Jews and Gentiles were fight- 
ing, as were the rich and poor, feminists and male church 
leaders, tongue speakers and non-tongue speakers, the 
single and the married, and those who ate certain kinds of 
meat and those who did not. Sound familiar? 

(continued: SEE ‘1 Corinthians,’ page 9) 
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Beauty In 
Our Youth 


By Tarah Moi 





Every Wednesday night in the Paradox Room at Mars 
Hill Church — the same venue that punk, indie rock and hard- 
core kids use on the weekend to enjoy local bands — about 
eighty young adults presently gather and deal with the only 
thing worth talking about: Jesus. By providing “Proxy” as a 
place to be trained in the Scriptures and God's instruction, 
Mars Hill is equipping young men and women — junior high 
and high school — with the tools they need to “fight the good 
fight” (1 Timothy 6:12). Mars Hill didn’t want to create yet 
another cookie-cutter “youth group,” which can often more 
closely resemble a social club, but rather a place where 
teens can earnestly reflect on their own struggles and learn 
how to deal with them according to the scriptures. 


Therefore, my dear friends, as you 
have always obeyed—not only in my 
presence, but now much more in my 


absence—continue to work out your 

salvation with fear and trembling, for 

itis God who works in you to will and 

to act according to his good purpose. 
— Philippians 2:12-13 





AWARENESS 


Proxy’s ministry helps teens find their way through the 
hardships of life. At Proxy, people aren't judged by their 
peers, but are convicted of our own transgressions. As a stu- 
dent leader in Proxy, | have come to embrace the incredible 
people that God has brought into my life. | have learned what 
it is to be loved by Jesus though His children. | get to see 
these miraculous changes in young women who, by God’s 
grace, have given their lives to Him. It is encouraging that in 
the midst of my own struggles | have found a promise from 
Jesus that there is no temptation that | cannot endure. Proxy 
is here week after week to assure me of this promise. 

Growing up in the church as a pastor’s daughter, as | 
have learned, doesn’t earn a ticket to heaven. Rather, | have 
come to own my faith, as many others at Proxy have as well. 
God has saved me from the curses that my family carried 
for years and the wonderful people in Proxy are here to help 
me live accordingly. In fact, Mars Hill is the only church that 
| have ever seen where the youth are keeping each other 
accountable to their faith. 

Mars Hill Church has always centered on Jesus, and 
the ministry of Proxy is no different. It’s all about Him and His 
love for us. There’s nothing that we have ever done, or will 
ever do, to deserve or earn what He has given us. There is 
nothing else more important than Jesus, and no one as good 
and merciful as He is to us. God has given us relationships 
and he has given us hope through the church, but it’s our 
relationship with Him that saves us. 1% 


Proxy meets at 6.45pm on Wednesday nights starting 
January 4. Winter sessions will cover apologetics including 
the problem of evil, the validity of the New Testament and 
Jesus resurrection, and Jesus’ deity. There will be special 
events all through the year like the upcoming ice-skating 
event in February (details forthcoming). If you have ques- 
tions about this ministry, email proxy@marshillchurch.org 
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Vision + 
Mission 

Executive Pastor Jamie 
Munson becomes President 


of the Ballard Chamber of 
Commerce in 2006 


By Amity Egge 





If someone had approached Pastor Jamie Munson 
ten years ago and told him that he'd be the president of 
the Ballard Chamber of Commerce at the age of 27, his 
response would have been, “What else am | president of, 
and am | a millionaire yet?” 

Today his response is a humble reverence for God's 
faithfulness. God has been faithful in providing Jamie with 
opportunities for him to use his passion for business in ways 
that bless other people and glorify God. 

This journey began with a move out west. After Jamie's 
first year at the University of Montana, he suddenly decided to 
drop out and move to Seattle where his older sister and her 
husband (now Pastor Phil) were attending Mars Hill Church. 
In Seattle he landed a job at a local software company and 
looked forward to a much-anticipated promotion. However, 
a few weeks before that promotion, God called Jamie to quit 
his job for a pastoral internship. Jamie calls this monumental 
moment in his life as “a leap of faith.” 

“[Mars Hill] is the last place that | ever thought | would 
be. My whole goal was to make a lot of money; to be a mil- 
lionaire and own some prestigious company,” Jamie said. 
“God has allowed me to use my gifts and that entrepreneur- 
ial desire within the context of the church and with a team of 
elders.” 

Jamie became an intern at Mars Hill when the church 
was meeting at the Earl Street building. During this training, 
God began shaping Jamie’s future role of working with the 
Ballard Chamber of Commerce. Mars Hill’s congregation 
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was outgrowing its space and the elders were thinking of 
purchasing a building near the Ballard Locks. Though the 
elders decided against buying that building, through the 
process Jamie met an architect named Scott Clark, who was 
a board member on the Ballard Chamber. 

After Mars Hill purchased its current Leary Way build- 
ing, the church hired Clark to do all of its remodeling. During 
this remodeling, Jamie developed a friendship with him, 
which led to Clark's invitation for Jamie to join the Chamber. 

“It’s afforded [Mars Hill] the opportunity to make rela- 
tionships with people that have been really helpful. They have 
helped us to get a grant to do some environmental testing for 
the new building. Certainly the relationship with Scott Clark 
has been huge,” Jamie said. 

Pastor Jamie, who is currently a board member on 
the Ballard Chamber, will assume the role of president this 
month. He is truly set apart in this new position, as the only 
board member under the age of 30 and the only pastor. 
Jamie is cognizant of the fact that he represents Christ and 
the church, but he does not want to be a Bible-thumper. He 
would much rather act as a servant to the Chamber and to 
Mars Hill’s neighborhood. 

“Being part of the Chamber has been huge in that | have 
been able to build these relationships that are cooperative 
with the community versus being antagonistic and threaten- 
ing...they are very supportive and adoptive of me, knowing 
that | am a pastor who gets paid to talk about Jesus,” Jamie 
said. 

The goal of the Ballard Chamber of Commerce is to 
build a strong community and cultivate relationships be- 
tween business owners and the people who live in or visit 
the neighborhood. 

Pastor Jamie estimates that out of the four thousand 
people who attend Mars Hill, eight hundred of them dine or 
shop in Ballard area venues before or after church. 

“Certainly [Mars Hill] provides a large economic benefit 
to the community. Ballard is becoming younger and more 
hip. The community is changing,” Jamie said. 

The socioeconomic change that has been occurring in 
Ballard over the last ten years is part of the reason that Pastor 
Jamie has been able to immerse himself into the relationships 
and culture Ballard’s central business organization. With 
roots in Mars Hill’s college-age, indie-rocking demographic, 
Jamie has a fresh perspective on Ballard’s changing popula- 
tion. From the Paradox, which invites underage rockers to 
enjoy local music, to the Ballard Jazz Festival, which Mars Hill 
has hosted for the past three years, Jamie believes that Mars 
Hill can continue to successfully integrate into a neighbor- 
hood in the process of reinventing its identity. 

He has sought to maintain a witness of ingenuity and 
integrity amongst his peers at the Chamber. Since his intro- 
duction to the Chamber members, Pastor Jamie has helped 
to set the tone in meetings with his ideas and his vision. 

“| love business and growth and vision. | am the type of 
person that sees a finished product, whatever it is, a building, 
a house, a person, a ministry,” Jamie said. 

Once Jamie began serving the Chamber, he realized 
that he could be an asset to the other members, because 
he has gained a lot of invaluable experience working at 


PEOPLE 








But whoever lives by the truth comes 
into the light, so that it may be seen 
plainly that what he has done has 
been done through God. — John 3:21 


ever-changing Mars Hill. Multi-tasking between Mars Hill 
business and Chamber of Commerce business represents 
a smooth transition for Pastor Jamie, because he recognizes 
similarities between the two organizations. 

For example, both are non-profit and membership 
based, and both organizations rely on members to bring in 
new members. Mars Hill members are to be missionaries by 
integrating their lives with, co-workers, and neighbors to bless 
the city in which we live (Jeremiah 29:7; Matthew 28:19-20). 
In like fashion, the Chamber exists to cultivate community 
to enhance and bless the lives of those who live and work 


alongside of us. 
(continued: SEE ‘Pastor Jamie,’ page 8) 
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The Spawn 
of Satan 


Embodied 
in Versatile 
Solutions for 


Modern Living 
Or Why I’m Saving My Money 
For Real Wood Furniture to 
the Glory of God 


By Matt Johnson 





Isn't it a shame that they stopped making post-1980s 
cars out of real metal? I'd love to drive me a chromed-out 
mid 1960s land yacht. And what’s the deal with Ikea furniture 
anyway? It doesn’t even come assembled. Consider yourself 
lucky if your new coffee table survives the move to your new 
apartment. And one other thing... know it’s a cliché at Mars 
Hill but what’s the deal with domestic, lite lager beers?! If | 
wanted sparkling water or soda-pop, I'd just drink that! As a 
good buddy so aptly puts it, “let’s go drink some bread!” 

What do gripes about the quality of common consumer 
goods have to do with theology and culture you may ask? 
Well, a lot actually. Sort of...allow me to unpack a few 
ideas first. 


[e] VV January 01 2006 


Though it’s basic doctrinal stuff, I’m really appreciating 
afresh that Christians serve a God that enters human history. 
Consider for a moment that if you or | could have been pres- 
ent at the crucifixion, we could have reached out and gotten 
a splinter by touching His cross. After the resurrection, like 
Thomas, we could have felt the wound in His side. The real to 
life distinction here is important as it sets Orthodox Christian 
belief apart from other errant theologies. And as the Apostle 
Paul said, without the resurrection, our faith is in vain. 

What does any of this have to do with stuff? Simply 
speaking, a general “lightness of being” permeates our cul- 
ture. Just look down your street sometime and observe the 
quickly erected, easily disposed of cheap tract home neigh- 
borhoods. Even the church growth movement has jettisoned 
the idea of architectural awe in places of worship for living 
room familiarity. Why be committed to anything heavy right? 
In reality, most people would much rather own consumer 
goods that are convenient, economical and utilitarian. 

To give this a practical spin, I'll tell you a story about 
my own life and how I've been working out these ideas in 
my own head. By the kindness of God my wife Rose and 
| have recently moved into our new home. A little updating 
was in order and some furniture needed to be purchased 
so that when you come over, you'll have somewhere to sit. 
Considering our limited budget, I’d thought about installing 
Pergo flooring and buying a few pre-fabricated Target/Ikea 
type pieces of furniture. There was a battle in my mind 
between filling up the empty rooms with cheap yet stylish 
veneered furniture or settling for just a few solid, real wood 
pieces that wouldn't really remedy the emptiness of the 
space. 

There’s no doubt laminate flooring and Ikea wares were 
more economical. But something in me really wanted to hear 
the creeks in the wood when | got up to fetch a glass of 
water in the middle of the night. What | really wanted was to 
sit on furniture that | wasn’t in a hurry to rearrange anytime 
soon. Well, our living room might be a little bare, but I’m glad 
we didn’t fall for cheap imitations. 

According to the Lord's leading, we'll live in our new 
home for a while because God wants us to grow some roots 
and love our neighbors. When friends come over, they'll 
sit on familiar furniture. When our future kids (Lord willing) 
grown up and move out on their own, maybe I'll give them a 
piece of that same furniture. And when they come over for 
the holidays, I'll be walking across that same real wood floor 
to greet them. The same floor that they played on and spilled 
milk all over when they were little. 

One of my favorite activities in my new house involves 
studying in my new living room chair. And one of the theo- 
logical themes that really struck me recently is Jonathan 
Edwards’ exegetical work of the Greek word “doxa”. In 
the biblical sense the word implies weight, greatness and 
abundance. To summarize Edwards, God’s glory spontane- 
ously flows out of Him in creation and redemption which is 
meant to prompt praise in us through the Holy Spirit. And in 
the Spirit-lead glorification of Himself, he achieves in us His 
eternal intention, the glorification of Himself. 

So it might seem like a stretch—and | can’t really afford 
the gas—but I'd like to think there’s something deeper going 
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on with my land yacht preference. And that maybe the “real 
deal” home improvements have something to do with my own 
sanctification. God cares about matter, about craftsmanship, 
quality and a sense of permanence. If one owns something of 
quality, one is more likely to have a relationship with it since 
it will require care and or upkeep. In my mind, it’s this sense 
of permanence, weightiness and greatness that lends itself 
toward an attitude of reverence and thankfulness. 

Don’t get me wrong. We're to store up our treasures 
in heaven, not in things that moth and rust will eventually 
destroy. Conversely, this conversation of “stuff” doesn’t have 
anything to do with crappy prosperity theology. I’m just talk- 
ing about basic life. I’m talking about a chair and a quality 
beverage to drink while sitting in the chair. His gifts are meant 
to be enjoyed—they shouldn’t be disposable junk. 

Or course there are no guarantees but should the Lord 
tarry and if the plague doesn’t wipe us out first, there’s a 
good chance many of us are going to be around for a while. 
That’s why lite beer is out. | want to taste what I’m drinking 
with a thankful heart. That’s why Ikea is out. I’m going to stick 
around and be content with what the Lord has provided. 

Spend the extra buck for one flavorful brew instead of 
two lite ones. Take the time to enjoy a nice juicy steak at 
home once in a while instead of eating a burger in your car. 
And if you’re choosing between a room full of pressboard, 
veneer finished furniture or an empty room and a singular 
leather couch, to the glory of God, go with the leather. 1% 


This article was inspired by an article written by Michael 
Horton called Gnostic Worship, by reading Jonathan 
Edwards’ commentaries, The American Heritage® Dictionary 
of the English Language, Wikipedia the way mass rad free 
online encyclopedia, Moose Drool Nut Brown Ale and my 
new living room charr. 


Film & 
Theology 
Special Event 


Director of indie documentary 
to speak at Mars Hill 


On Friday, February 10 at 6:45pm, Film & Theology pres- 
ents an exclusive screening of the documentary, Frisbee: 
The Life and Death of a Hippie Preacher, hosted by the 
film’s writer and director, David Di Sabatino. The follow- 
ing information is compiled from the movie's website, 
www.lonniefrisbee.com (reprinted with permission). 


The Life, Ministry, and 
Controversy of Lonnie Frisbee 





By David Di Sabatino 


Controversial throughout his life, the brief but dynamic 
career of evangelist Lonnie Frisbee is a powerful story of 
biblical proportions. Frisbee: The Life and Death of a Hippie 
Preacher captures the dramatic life of this spiritual seeker 
turned Jesus freak who thousands remember as the agent 
through whom they experienced spiritual transformation. 

Two of the largest evangelical denominations [Calvary 
and Vineyard] sprang up in the wake of his ministry and 
many of Southern California’s most well-known spiritual 
leaders were compelled into their present ministries. Yet, 
because he died as a result of AIDS, his name has been all 
but removed from the history books. 


Who was Lonnie Frisbee? 

If one were to carefully document and attempt to re- 
late the memories offered by those that knew him, it would 
still be difficult to accurately capture the larger than life 
persona of Lonnie Frisbee. Even if you are a person of faith, 
one that has accepted the tenets of orthodox Christianity 
and fully believes that Jonah was literally swallowed by a 
whale, you still might marvel at the stories that circulate 
about this young man. For every televangelist and phony 
Pentecostal huckster that has soured us all against the ex- 
travagant miracle claims by those who believe a fortuitous 
parking spot rivals the parting of the Red Sea, Lonnie’s life 
has that uncanny ring of authenticity about it. 

Lonnie Frisbee was like an Old Testament prophet 
walking out of the pages of the Bible, landing smack in the 
middle of the 1960s. Though some, including myself have 
compared him to a single prophetic figure, he was more of 
a composite combining the eccentricities of Ezekiel, the 
frailties of Samson and the miraculous powers evidenced 
within the Elijah/Elisha narratives. 


Controversy and Tragedy 

While still a teenager, his picture was displayed 
throughout a number of prominent magazines (includ- 
ing Time, Life and Bunte) during the media’s yearlong 
coverage of the “Jesus movement” in 1971. Thousands 
of people came to faith under his ministry and two of the 
largest evangelical denominations to emerge in the last 30 
years bear his spiritual imprint. Lonnie Frisbee is so integral 
to the histories of both the Calvary Chapel and Vineyard 
church movements that it would not be an exaggeration to 
suggest that none of us would have ever heard of pastor 
[and Calvary Chapel founder] Chuck Smith or “signs & 
wonders” teacher [and Vineyard pioneer] John Wimber had 
it not been for Lonnie’s influence. And while many of those 
that were there openly corroborate this statement, Lonnie 
has not received the attention he deserves. 

Sadly, there is a tragic element in Lonnie’s life, since 
he is no longer with us, succumbing to the ravages of 
the AIDS virus on March 12, 1993. Lonnie Frisbee was 
very much like Robert Duvall’s character in the movie 
The Apostle, a man who had the power to inspire others 
through to a dramatic God encounter, but one whose had 
personal struggles ultimately got the best of him. 


“What do you do when the Jesus 
freak who started your church 
dies from AIDS? Simple. 
Erase him from history.” 


But beyond the grand stories and obvious frailty that 
are the most obvious elements of his life, Lonnie Frisbee 
was also a deeply valued friend by many of those with 
whom he came into contact. His childlike nature and brutal 
honesty endeared him to those who saw beyond his fragile 
psyche. In Lonnie Frisbee, many found a radical spirit who 
fought against the traditionalism that so often hinders the 
Christian church from experiencing the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit. His circle of friends was a wide assortment, 
including some of the most well known evangelical leaders 
worldwide. But as many would attest, Lonnie was simply 
interested in people regardless of their position. 

Lonnie Frisbee well understood Sly Stone’s great 
theological truth, that he was one of the simple “everyday 
people,” and that God was as interested in those folks as 
he was in those that get the lion’s share of our attention 
on earth; perhaps more so. And although it hurt him that 
his mentors continued to write him out of their histories 
and minimize his contribution, Lonnie was a living testa- 
ment that God would use anyone. His brief but remarkable 
life stands as a witness to the recurring scriptural theme 
that God has chosen the foolish things of this world to 
confound the wise. 1% 
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Q&A with Director 
David Di Sabatino 


‘Frisbee’ director answers questions surrounding his 
polemic work (from www.lonniefrisbee.com, reprinted 
with permission) 


Q: How did you find out about Lonnie Frisbee? 
David Di Sabatino: | was doing research on an event 
called the “Jesus Movement,” and his name came up as 
being a very influential character. The more stories | col- 
lected | began to realize that he was a unique individual, 
someone that stood out during those early days. It was 
fascinating to try and piece his history together. 


Q: What was this “Jesus movement?” 
DD: The Jesus Movement was a Christian revival that 
began in the late 1960s that ran concurrent to the coun- 
ter culture. It was sort of a countercultural movement 
within religious circles with its own protest music and 
reform sentiment all directed toward the church. 
Renewal movements throughout the history of the 
church have always charged the clergy with having 
lapsed into ritual and routine. The “Jesus People” chal- 
lenged the establishment with their zeal to see and expe- 
rience the same sorts of things that the early Christians 


did when Jesus walked the earth. 
(continued: SEE ‘Frisbee,’ page 8) 
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Frisbee: 


comes to Mars Hill February 10 
( continued from page 7) 


Q: Why is there little mention of the “Jesus move- 
ment” in history books on the 1960s? 

DD: Histories of the 1960s have usually portrayed the 
era as one of age of change where youth challenged 
authority on a number of crucial issues. Kids who 
decided to embrace Jesus, the most enduring icon of 
western civilization, don’t fit that skew because joining a 
church usually meant assimilating back into mainstream 
America. 

The oversight is understandable, but nonetheless, 
| think the Jesus movement is the turning point for a lot 
of contemporary developments within the evangelical 
church. If one wishes to really understand the soil from 
where a lot of present day evangelical leaders were 
shaped, you'd do well to study that time. 


Q: Do you think Lonnie Frisbee was a homosexual? 
DD: The only one that knows that is Lonnie Frisbee. | 
can only tell you what | know. It is imperative to under- 
stand that after his conversion at no time did Lonnie ever 
justify homosexuality. He always maintained it was a sin. 
And I have many tapes of him talking about this. 

The problem being, that his actions suggested that 
this was an area where he continued to involve himself. 
What most of his friends believe is that if this kind of 
thing occurred (and in their mind there is still a definite 
question as to whether the allegations are true or they 
are from people intent on slurring Lonnie’s memory), it 
was the occasional lapse. There are those, of Course, 
that argue that his continuing in this behavior suggests 
something innate. 

| would hope that people would listen to his own 
testimony and not read in to his life without giving great 
weight to Lonnie’s own beliefs. He never believed ho- 
mosexuality was anything other than a sin in the eyes of 
God. He is not the poster child for “gay Christianity.” That 
being said, neither is he so easily placed in a Christian 
framework that tends to view conversion as the moment 
where these sorts of things are forever renounced. I’m 
comfortable with this being unanswered territory. 


Q: What would you say to people that say it would 
be better to not talk about these things at all? 
DD: One of the things that | think resonates with people 
who watch this movie is its honesty. | find the Bible 
much more honest than most people who claim they 
live their lives by its precepts. There is an authenticity to 
people who live their lives with a ragged honesty, and | 
think that one of the great legacies of Lonnie’s life was 
this characteristic. My hope is that authenticity comes 
through in the documentary. 


Q: Do you feel that this discomfort that you are 


revealing is some sort of evangelical homophobia? 
DD: Absolutely not. Those churches reach out to the 
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Hippie controversy 


homosexual community with varying degrees of success. 
Rather, there is such an emphasis within Christian circles 
on holiness and perfection — living this sort of sinless 
existence or striving toward that goal — that any type of 
what is deemed as deviant behavior is magnified. 

There is such an anxiety on perception that many 
ministers are unwilling to admit their failures for fear that 
their congregation or governing bodies will judge them 
unfit for the ministry. It is a horrible Catch-22. These 
folks can’t admit their failures for fear that they will be 
excluded from the very places that should be most ac- 
commodating of human frailty. 

Having such an influential but frail character in a 
church movement's DNA is the real problem, | think. 
Church leaders are too worried about the question 
what is everybody going to think? Nowhere do | see this 
anxiety in the Scriptures. Fear is the enemy of faith. 


Q: So is your answer to stop holding church lead- 
ers accountable for their actions? 

DD: No, but | think | want to drive church leaders back 
to the words of Jesus where he reminds the one who 
is holding another accountable to remember that every- 
one has feet of clay. Everyone falls short. The problem 
begins when leaders start to think that their particular 
crimes are not as dangerous. | have seen people totally 
blind to the destruction they cause in their wake, and it 
is usually these folks that are the ones that are going 
around calling for accountability. 

People that do not understand the nature of 
judgment and discernment are prone to misquote that 
biblical phrase (usually with hands on hips), “Judge not 
lest ye be judged.” That is an important biblical truth. 
Judgment and discernment are critical and necessary. | 
think what Jesus was getting at with that statement was 
to be very careful in how you mediate judgment upon 
someone, that you need be mindful that you too are just 
as capable of behavior that will disqualify you if people 
only knew what you do in your dark moments. 

| once heard Tony Campolo introduce himself to a 
church audience by saying, “If you knew everything that | 
had done in my life you probably wouldn't be sittingthere 
listening. But who are you kidding? If | knew everything 
in your life | probably wouldn't stand here talking to you.” 
We're all capable of this stuff. .% 
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Pastor Jamie: 
Taking what he’s learned at Mars Hill 


to better serve Ballard 
(continued from page 5) 


These similarities between the operation of the Chamber 
and Mars Hill have given Pastor Jamie a clear understanding 
of how to make the Chamber a more efficient organization. 
He already has a vision for the Chamber and is excited to see 
it through. 

“We really need to make some tangible benefits to be 
a member rather than just being part of a social club. | want 
members to really get a lot of bang for their buck. To receive 
a lot of training and equipping on how to be better business 
owners, how to understand their market better, how to un- 
derstand the economy better, and how to be successful,” 
Jamie said. “Eighty percent of small businesses fail, so there 
is something that is lacking. | want to resource that.” \"% 


film&theology 


All stories possess shared themes, and many 
films are saying a lot more than you realize. Join 
us aS we engage contemporary culture and 
view this art form through a discerning lens. 


“Star Wars: Revenge of the Sith” 
Friday January 13, 6:45pm 


M MARS HILL CHURCH 





1 Corinthians: 


They got drunk at communion’? 
( continued from page 3) 


Throughout the letter Paul labors to untangle the many 
moral and theological knots the Corinthian church had made. 
In doing so he provides some of the richest theological sec- 
tions of the entire New Testament, such as: 


1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16 speaks to the supremacy of 
wisdom from Jesus over pagan philosophy, which is prone 
to capture the imagination of the church (like the current 
postmodern fad). 


1 Corinthians 3:1-23 is an important part of Scripture on 
the sin of division in the church based on personality and 
style (like the current trend of picking a favorite theologian or 
worship style and despising all others). 


1 Corinthians 5 is an important example of church discipline 
for someone who is habitually unrepentant of their sin, some- 
thing rarely practiced anymore. 


1 Corinthians 6 is an important section on lawsuits between 
Christians and the relationship between Christians and 
secular law. 


1 Corinthians 7 deals with a host of issues related to single- 
ness, marriage, sexuality, and divorce, which are as hotly 
controversial as ever. 


1 Corinthians 8 and 10:23-11:1 are important texts on 
obeying one’s conscience in addition to Scripture, thereby 
allowing both unity and diversity in the church. These also 
relate to Paul’s teaching throughout his letter on the sanctity 
and stewardship of our body with such things as holy eating, 
drinking, and sexual activity (important in our day of gluttony, 
drunkenness, drug addiction, and perversion). 


UE and 1/15 (both from 110534215). Email kids@marshillchurch.org if you 


1 Corinthians 11:2-16 deals with headship and God-cre- 
ated gender roles for men and women. This is a controversial 
and important issue in our day, as feminism has overtaken 
much of theology. 


1 Corinthians 11:17-34 is one of the most important teach- 
ings in the Bible about the Lord’s Supper and the significance 
of repenting of sin before partaking. 


1 Corinthians 12 and 14 provide the most extensive treat- 
ment of spiritual gifts in all of Scripture (issues like tongues 
and prophecy that continue to divide churches). 


1 Corinthians 13 is one of the most treasured sections in all 
of Scripture on love. This passage is important because in 
our day the focus is solely on self-love and not love of God 
and neighbor. It’s as if Christianity were little more than yet 
another self-empowerment seminar. This ties in with one of 
the major themes of the book, that selfish Christianity is a sin 
because God’s people are supposed to humbly consider the 
needs of others (1 Corinthians 8:1-13) and seek the com- 
mon good of the whole church, not merely their own interests 
(1 Corinthians 12:7, 26) so that the whole church is built up 
by their loving sacrifice (1 Corinthians 14:5, 12, 26). 


1 Corinthians 15 is the most extended treatment of the 
resurrection in all of Scripture. This is important in our day, 
when bestselling books such as The Da Vinci Code are built 
on the premise that Jesus did not rise from death. 


1 Corinthians 15:3-4 is one of the earliest church creeds 
and perhaps the most succinct summary of the gospel in all 
of Scripture. 


1 Corinthians 15 is a good prohibition against both an over- 
realized eschatology (like Theonomy and Postmillennialism) 
and an under-realized eschatology (like Dispensationalism). 








Our nine months spent studying 1 Corinthians will be 
one of the richest and most controversial preaching series 
in the history of Mars Hill. | believe it will be one of the most 
important as | seek to follow Paul’s example of working for 
humble unity among the various people in our church so that 
we can bring the transforming message of Jesus’ love to our 
great city that knows little of Him. To make this series most 
effective for your own spiritual growth, | would encourage 
two things. First, please do repeatedly and prayerfully read 
1 Corinthians throughout the series to become familiar with 
Paul’s great letter. Second, plan on joining a community 
group where you can wrestle through the book while building 
friendships with other people in the church. x 


Volunteers are needed to 


serve the church by loving kids. | 


ii host TWO training sessions this month: i 
‘dike to participate. i. 
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Mars Hill Pastors address 





opportunities, concerns, 
and questions regarding 
Expansion 2006 


By Pastors Jamie Munson, Mark Driscoll, and James Harleman on 
behalf of the Elders of Mars Hill Church memme 


Editors note: On January 22, Mars Hill will expand to include 
multiple sites for Sunday services. While this model is similar 
to past growth-stages (when the church convened in as many 
as three different locations every week), the latest incarnation 
of this strategy is somewhat different. Our pastors explain the 
philosophy behind Mars Hill’s multi-site future. 


Jesus and Transformation 

To transform a region, the primary urban center must 
first be reached and transformed. We see this in Acts as 
the apostle Paul spent his time establishing churches in 
primary urban centers and seemingly ignoring the suburban 
and rural areas, knowing that if there was a healthy church 
in the city it would be able to reach out and help plant more 
churches outside of the city. This is because the primary 
city in each region is the center from which cultural trends 
emanate, including Christianity. In our region, that city is 
Seattle. The media outlets, colleges, transportation hubs, 
sports teams, court systems, etc., are in Seattle. Therefore, 
the key to transforming the Pacific Northwest, which is the 
least Christian part of our nation, is to successfully work for 
the transformation of Seattle. 
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To accomplish this task it is important that each member 
of Mars Hill Church understand the role God has appointed 
them to play in His mission for our city and region. In his 
sermon on Mars Hill, the Apostle Paul declared that each of 
us is born at the time and lives in the place that our sovereign 
God has chosen for us (Acts 17:16 ff). Therefore, God has 
placed you in Seattle on a mission to walk with Jesus on 
His mission to love people and serve the common good of 
our great city so that as many people as possible become 
Bible-believing, Jesus-loving Christians. If you are a part of 
Mars Hill, we need you to understand the nature of Seattle 
as it is the city God has sent us to love and serve. 


Roots 

Mars Hill started out in 1996 as a Bible study of some 
dozen people in a small rental home in Wallingford occu- 
pied by Mark and Grace Driscoll. Since that time, God has 
graciously seen fit to miraculously grow us in nine years to a 
church of more than 4,500 people and one of the 25 most 
influential churches in America (according to The Church 
Report). Clearly, the people in our church have continually 
served as faithful missionaries to our city, loving people and 
inviting their friends to experience the same life transforma- 
tion they have experienced by Jesus. 

As we have grown, Mars Hill has struggled to remain in 
the city where God has called us. Many times we could have 
left the city to purchase larger buildings and make our life 
easier, but the elders that lead Mars Hill are convinced that 
our Senior Pastor, Jesus Christ, has called us to remain in 
Seattle no matter how difficult that may be. Because of this, 
we have had to work around parking and facility limitations. 
For the first years of the church, we only met on Sunday 
nights as we could not obtain a place to meet on Sunday 


EXPANSION 


Photo by Lee White 


mornings. At one point we had seven services in three loca- 
tions across the city to accommodate our growth. 

Despite some hardships, God continues to pack people 
into our building, creating the need to add more services 
and think creatively about how to be most effective with the 
Gospel of Jesus in the time and place He has determined for 
us. Each year, we are humbled and amazed by this growth. 
People frequently wonder if it’s “all about the numbers.” 
Well, it most certainly is about the numbers: the numbers of 
people that Jesus wants to reach, have repent of their sin, 
and join His worshipping family. 

Seattle is full of people who do not know Jesus and 
have not experienced the life transformation that only a true 
relationship with Jesus can bring. For example, the next time 
you are sitting at a packed Mariners game at Safeco field 
among some 40,000 fans, look around, and remember that 
statistically only 3,000 of them are Christians (less people 
than attend Mars Hill on any Sunday). As long as God desires 
to use Mars Hill to be a part of this, it is our responsibility to 
be diligent and faithful in our part in going as far and as fast 
as Jesus leads. 

“Our part” is basically loving Jesus and loving people. 
At Mars Hill, we do this by gathering together on Sunday to 
worship, learn Scripture, and celebrate what God is doing. 
Throughout the week we meet in homes and third-places to 
pray, build friendships, learn, grow, and deepen our relation- 
ships with each other. However, these are moot if we are 
ever satisfied with our progress, the amount of people on a 
Sunday, or the amount of people connected to the body. Mars 
Hill exists more for the people who haven't even come yet 
than it does for those of us who are already here. If we simply 
maintain what we have, we are not being faithful missionaries. 
In each season we must evaluate how we can faithfully and 
effectively carry out the mission Jesus has given us, to do as 
much good as possible both in Seattle and beyond. 


While we celebrate all that God has done for us, through 
us, and at times, in spite of us, the elders of Mars Hill Church 
do not believe that God is done with us or that it is time for 
us to rest from the work of the gospel as if that work was 
completed. More than ever, we are committed to expanding 
our gospel expression across the region and into the world. 
This happens in five primary ways: 

(continued: SEE ‘Multi-Site Future’ page 12) 
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Seattle is Up-and-Coming 

e The population of the greater Seattle metro area is 
roughly 1.7 million people 

e The population grew by roughly 230,000 people be- 
tween 1990 and 2000 

e From 2003-2005, 42,000 immigrants moved into the 
Seattle area from other nations 

e Seattle is now one of the 15 largest markets in America 

e Seattle is the number 5 city for young, creative culture- 
makers 


Seattle is Young 

e Between 1995 and 2000, 27,201 25- to 34-year-olds 
moved to Seattle 

e Seattle has the 5th largest concentration of 25- to 39- 
year-old college-educated singles in the country 

e The average person in the Puget Sound has lived 3 dif- 
ferent places in the last 10 years 


Seattle is Expensive 

e With September 11th and the tech crash, 60,000 jobs 
were lost and have been slow to be replaced, often with 
lower-paying jobs 

e Seattle was named by Forbes magazine as America’s 

most overpriced city for the second year in a row 

e 25% of King County residents are in a professional 
or managerial position, enabling them higher earning 
potential 

e The median home price in King County is over $350,000 
compared to $199,000 for Pierce County 
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e High-end condos in downtown Seattle come with a con- 
cierge, Whole Foods, restaurants, room service, etc., at a 
cost of $1,500 per square foot, equaling roughly $2 million 
for a 1,200 square foot condo, as older affluent people 
move into the city 

e Home ownership is lower than most cities at only 52% 

e People in Seattle are among America’s least charitable, 
with only 1.9% of gross income given (compared to the 
high of 4.9% in Utah) 


Seattle is Childless 
e 40% of homes have a single occupant 
e Seattle has less children under age 5 per capita than any 
other city besides San Francisco (2000 Census) 
e Seattle has fewer children than dogs 
e The cohabitation rate is 250% higher than the national 
average (2000 Census) 
e Percentage of households with someone under age 18: 
Seattle 20% 
Bellevue 29% 
Spokane 32% 
Tacoma 34% 
Vancouver, WA 36% 


Seattle is Non-Christian 

e The Pacific Northwest is the most unchurched part of the 
U.S. 

e Washington (33%) and Oregon (31%) are the two least 
churched U.S. states 

e Utah (74%) and North Dakota (73%) are the most churched 
states 

e Nationally, 50% of people go to a church, mosque or syna- 
gogue; in Seattle only 33% do 

e Nationally, 14% of people claim to have no religious beliefs, 
the state with the lowest rate without belief is North Dakota 
at 3%; Washington is among the highest at 25% 


SOURCES include: The Seattle Times, The Seattle Post-Intelligencer, The None Zone (by Patricia O'Connell Killen), 
The Rise of the Creative Class and The Flight of the Creative Class (by Richard Florida), and George Barna’s The Barna Report. 
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e The average church in Seattle claims 100 people in 
weekly attendance; the actual attendance is likely much 
lower than what is reported 

e Seattle religious adherence is highest among the following 
groups in order: Catholics, Mormons, ELCA, AG, United 
Methodist, PC USA, Southern Baptist, Jews, Seventh-Day 
Adventist , Episcopalian 

e Seattle is comprised of young people who are the least 
likely age group to attend church: 

e 31% of all 20-year-olds attend church nationally 

e 22% of all 25- to 29-year-olds attend church nationally 

e 42% of all 30-year-olds attend church nationally 

e 49% of people 40 and older attend church nationally 

e Among the 1.7 million Seattleites, regular church at- 
tendance breaks down as follows, according to David 
Olsen: 

e Evangelical 8% 

e Catholic 4% 

e Mainline Protestant 2% 

e Absent 86% 


Seattle is Unchurched 

e Nationally, roughly 3,500 churches die and close each 
year 

e There are only enough church plants to keep up with 1/8 
of the U.S. population growth 

e Although the greater Seattle area population grew by 
roughly 230,000 people between 1990 and 2000, only 
134 churches were planted, but to keep pace with the 
population growth, 456 new churches need to have been 
planted 

e Nationally, there are 106 churches for every 100,000 
people; in Seattle there are 66 churches for every 100,000 
people, and those churches tend to be smaller and more 
liberal than the national average 
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Multi-Site Future 


( continued from page 10) 


1. Members as missionaries: Every Christian is, by profes- 
sion of faith, in full-time ministry as a full-time missionary sent 
by God to love Jesus and to love the people God puts in their 
life. It is not our pastors who do everything, but the Christians 
who are on the front lines of the work of the gospel. 


2. Mars Hill corporate gatherings: At least once a week, 
we gather together publicly to hear God’s Word, listen to 
teaching by pastors God has appointed, and bring guests to 
join us as we experience a foretaste of our Kingdom celebra- 
tion, when all Christians from every time, race, and nation will 
stand before the throne and glorify God. 


3. Mars Hill relational gatherings: In addition to our large, 
corporate gatherings we also meet at various times and 
locations in smaller community-building groups to foster true 
relationships by investing in each other’s lives with prayer, 
friendship, service, and accountability. 


4. Church planting: As Mars Hill received help in its early 
years from supportive sister churches, Mars Hill supports 
church planters throughout the world in concert with the Acts 
29 Network, whose goal is to plant 1,000 churches in ten 
years. More than 10 percent of all offerings given to Mars 
Hill goes to church planting efforts and we host quarterly and 
annual training conferences for hundreds of pastors from 
around our region and the nation. 


5. The Internet: In an ever-increasing technological age 
we view the internet as a viable means for teaching and 
proclaiming the Gospel. It surely doesn’t replace the need 
for corporate and relational gatherings, but it does extend the 
reach of Mars Hill Church. This year we will have upwards of 
1 million downloaded and podcast sermons, music, and other 
teaching content. Christianity Today, Inc., has recently named 
Pastor Mark as one of the most important young preachers in 
America and through technology we are able to get the Word 
out to far more people than could ever attend our church. 


Half of those who assemble at Mars Hill on Sunday have 
joined us since 2004, and all they know about our corporate 
gathering is our building on Leary in Ballard. Those who have 
been around for a while have experienced one or more of the 
eight different locations we have met in over the years. The 
two most consistent things about Mars Hill Church are Jesus 
and change. Jesus is the Head of this church, and that won't 
ever change. Where we meet, how we meet, and how we 
worship Is always open to change as He leads and grows 
our church. Today, we find ourselves in yet another season 
of change as we have outgrown our current building in just a 
few short years and continue to nearly double every year. This 
has led to a year of investigating our options and developing 
a strategic plan that greatly alters how we have been doing 
church in an effort to reach still more people (see “Growth 
Options,” page 14). 


MARS HILL version 2.0 
Mars Hill pastors and deacons have visited several of 
the nation’s multiple-site churches to glean what has gone 
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well, where they have stumbled, and what they’re doing now. 
These churches leverage technology to make their multi-site 
and distributed gatherings function as one large church fam- 
ily. They have been extremely helpful and hospitable friends 
as we think through how this approach will work specifi- 
cally at Mars Hill. For example, Northland Church in Orlando, 
Florida, has live, interactive services with congregations in 
Ukraine and Egypt, as well as a site a few miles from their 
main campus. LifeChurch.tv has campuses in Oklahoma 
and Arizona. The main auditorium for North Coast Church 
in California seats only 500 people, but they have 6,000 
people because of multiple sites. 

Churches like these are not allowing the size of their 
building to limit the size of their ministry. Instead, they are 
leveraging the benefits of technology to broadcast the 
sermon to multiple locations where every other aspect of 
the Sunday service is live. This eliminates the need for one 
large, centralized building and allows a church to spread 
throughout a region, having various locations and styles, 
while remaining one unified church. In some ways this is not 
unlike the days of the New Testament, when the apostles’ 
letters were read in various churches on Sundays as the 
authors could not possibly be in multiple locations simulta- 
neously. If they had had access to our present technology, 
perhaps they too would have opted for a video feed in addi- 
tion to a written letter. 

Therefore, Mars Hill is undertaking the most risky and 
radical experiment in the history of our church and in essence 
is putting our past successes on the line for the sake of our 
future. Because we cannot locate one large building, and 
we will not send people away from church because there 
are no seats, we will try broadcasting the sermon to multiple 
locations both in Ballard and throughout the Puget Sound 
region. To do this, we have obtained two new locations. 

First, we purchased a second building one block north 
of our current Ballard building, financed it with a bank, and 
are raising $3 million to open it in the fall/winter of 2006. 
It will seat roughly 1,000 people in addition to our current 
1,300 in the Leary building and will include childcare space 
as well as offices and some classrooms. This will allow us 
to have an urban campus in the heart of the city that can 
accommodate upwards of 10,000 people on a Sunday, if 
God should bring that many people to us. 

Second, we have obtained space in the Shoreline area of 
North Seattle at the CRISTA Ministries campus (www.crista. 
org) for our next site, to open January 22, 2006. They have 
graciously provided a great room with 400 seats, lots of park- 
ing, and amazing children’s space that includes a daycare, 
all at no charge. Currently there are hundreds of people who 
attend Mars Hill from Shoreline, Lake Forest Park, Edmonds, 
Lynnwood, and Everett who would be well served by a Mars 
Hill closer to their home. If this experiment works, we hope to 
replicate it many times throughout our region. 

In conclusion, this is a trial run and we are not certain 
how exactly Jesus will use this to change how Mars Hill does 
Sunday services. In faith we are taking the risk to find out 
and are excited to see what happens. In the end, it all comes 
down to Jesus providing His grace and the people of Mars 
Hill faithfully doing what is needed to make us succeed. \% 
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10 Reasons Why 
a Multi-Site Mars Hill 
is a Good idea 


1. We are already a regional church with people regu- 
larly attending from an hour's distance in every direction. 
Rather than people coming to Mars Hill, it makes sense to 
bring Mars Hill to them. 


2. If we distribute Mars Hill, it enables us to reach more 
people by impacting their neighborhoods and also allows 
people who commute in to Mars Hill to stay closer to 
home and bring their neighbors to church with them. 


3. Approximately 80% of all churches are not growing or 
are in decline and suffering. Some of these churches have 
already contacted Mars Hill, asking to explore the possibil- 
ity of their plugging into our church and allowing us to use 
their buildings and send in fresh people, fresh resources, 
and fresh life to their church. In this way we may be able 
to renew many churches that may otherwise have to shut 
their doors despite the fact that they own their own build- 
ings but struggle to gather people. 


4. Each location could have its own style (e.g., worship 
music), resulting in a wide variety of Mars Hill expressions 
so that as many people as possible can plug into our 
church and feel at home. 


5. Multiple locations allow people to have the resources 
and benefits of a church of thousands (e.g., the members’ 
website, conferences, concerts, Proxy for students, 
Covenant for singles, Capstone classes, multiple orga- 
nized community groups), as well as the relational intimacy 
of a church of hundreds, thereby providing the proverbial 
best of both worlds. How large each site will become is 
unknown at this point. 


Photo by Tim Hodgson 
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6. Because Seattle is incredibly expensive to live in, we are 
seeing people becoming Christians and getting married 
in Seattle and then moving out of the city to purchase an 
affordable home and find a good school for their children. 
Other churches that have successfully planted in the city 
have eventually left the city because their members have 
relocated and we do not want to have to choose between 
some of our best people who live outside of the city and 
our mission to the city. By having multiple sites we can 
both reach the city and reach out from the city without 
having to lose good people simply because they cannot 
afford to live in the city. 


7. By opening multiple Mars Hill sites we open leadership 
opportunities for new elders, worship leaders, children’s 
ministry and other leaders to rise up and use their spiritual 
gifts and natural talents to the full extent of their capacity. 
This is especially true for emerging leaders who, for exam- 
ple, need to start by leading hundreds of people instead 
of thousands and greatly benefit from the opportunities a 
smaller site provides. 


8. The multiple-site model reinforces the truth that the 
church is people and not a place, and wherever God’s 
people gather in Jesus’ name, church is happening. 


9. Two of the growing strengths of Mars Hill are the wor- 
ship department and the community groups. The worship 
department has so many skilled musicians and worship 
leaders that more services and sites will allow for more 
bands and musical styles. As the community groups 
expand, people will also be able to meet in smaller groups 
in homes near where they worship, allowing for deeper 
friendships and the opportunity to connect new people 
more quickly. 


10. With the growing cost of gas and difficulty getting 
into Ballard, it will be easier, quicker, and cheaper for 
people to attend a site closer to their home. 





Answers to Common 
Multi-Site Questions 


Why can’t we just keep adding more services 
at one building? 

If we continue to add more and more services, at some 
point Pastor Mark will simply begin to break down. In 2005 
he preached roughly 250 hours on Sundays in addition to 
hundreds of hours of additional teaching in classes, confer- 
ences, and chapels. Additional services combined with his 
writing, media interviews, travel, consulting, other ministry 
responsibilities, presidency over the Acts 29 church plant- 
ing network of 100 churches, and young family is simply too 
much to expect of him for the next forty years. 


Why can’t we just have more preachers? 

First, none of the elders feels called or capable of car- 
rying the pulpit like Pastor Mark does and each enjoys the 
ministry he is doing in the church. Second, there are not a 
lot of Bible teachers that agree with our doctrine, have the 
character to qualify as one of our elders, would connect 
with our people, and can preach week in and week out to 
thousands of people. Third, the good preachers we do meet 
want to plant their own church because as leaders they want 
to pioneer their own work and do things their own way, and 
we support them in this. Fourth, by having pastors at each 
site, they can preach live the eight or so times a year that 
Pastor Mark is not preaching, which allows many elders to 
preach each year without the burden of having to prepare 
and preach a sermon on a weekly basis. 


What if something happens to Pastor Mark? 

Pastor Mark is young, in good health, and has commit- 
ted his life to being a pastor at Mars Hill. We hope and pray 
that God gives him many more years of fruitful ministry. But 
if something tragic should happen to him, the distributed site 
concept is much easier for Mars Hill to maintain than one 
large room. Because each service and site will have a lead 
pastor who covers the pulpit there the eight or so times a 
year Pastor Mark is out, that pastor could simply take the 
pulpit full-time in an emergency. This is much easier to do 
than replace Pastor Mark with someone who could weekly 
preach to thousands and maybe tens of thousands of people 
in a large stadium-type facility. 


What if people don’t want to watch the sermon 
on a screen because Pastor Mark is not live 
on site? 

The first service each Sunday will be the one recorded, 
which guarantees that Pastor Mark will always be live. Even 
in Our Current room nearly half of the people are watching 
the sermon on the screen because it is easier to see. If we 
were to go to an even bigger building than we currently 
have, nearly everyone would have to watch the preaching on 
a screen anyway. So the question is not if the sermon will be 
watched on a screen, but only if everyone needs to be in the 
same room watching the same screen. 


EXPANSION 


How does this impact us financially? 

Compared to buying one large, central space the distrib- 
uted, multiple-site model is actually far less expensive as we 
can rent facilities inexpensively. Additionally, some churches 
have raised the possibility of giving us their building at no 
charge. By having such things as offices, bookkeeping, tech- 
nology, leadership development, membership, etc., all done 
centrally by Mars Hill we do not have a pressing need to hire 
a large staff for each site, greatly reducing our expenses. 


What happens if a site wants to break off from 
Mars Hill Church? 

Mars Hill is very committed to church planting and if 
a site wanted to break off as a separate church, the elders 
would consider that request and it is certainly possible that 
it could become a separate church and part of our Acts 29 
church planting network. There is precedent for this in our 
history as one of our founding elders, Mike Gunn, preached 
a Mars Hill service in South Seattle until it was sent out as 
a separate church plant. Mars Hill sent people, leaders, dol- 
lars, and equipment to help establish what is now Harambee 
Church and we would be open to doing that again in the 
future. 


What if someone tries a site and does not 
like it? 

Anyone is welcome to attend any service at any loca- 
tion, including Ballard. And, we would encourage people 
to visit multiple sites as the styles of music, meeting times, 
locations, sizes, etc., will vary and by exploring their options 
people will be able to discern where God is leading them to 
worship and participate with us. 


If this format works where might Mars Hill ex- 
pand next? 

There is seemingly no limit to where we could put Mars 
Hill if this format works. Our early discussions include South 
Seattle, further north than Shoreline, the eastside, college 
campuses, and possibly even some of the islands and penin- 
sulas that people currently ferry to Mars Hill from. 


How does this affect our church planting? 

This does not affect our church planting. We will keep 
sending out more than 10% of our money along with our 
people to help plant churches as we have always done. "4 
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Mars Hill 
at the Crossroads: 
the 6 ways we could go 


Assessing how best to operate and develop as a church 
in the greater Seattle area, the Mars Hill leadership has spent 
a great deal of time researching and deliberating all of the 
options before us regarding how to handle the increasing 
number of people Jesus is bringing through our doors as po- 
tential new members of our church family. After many hours 
of discussion and research, including many trips to various 
larger churches around the country and many meetings with 
their pastors, we arrived at the following five options for the 
future of Mars Hill. 


t = in a | 


Option 1: Stop growing 

We believe that every church should reach as many 
people as it possibly can and should not limit its impact in 
any way because not loving our neighbors and not doing 
evangelism is simply a sin. Mars Hill has never been on the 
mission of growing an enormous church, but has always been 
committed to connecting as many people to Jesus as pos- 
sible no matter how much work or inconvenience that entails. 
Mars Hill has not grown by gimmicks or tricks, but rather by 
Jesus-centered Bible teaching, worship, repentance of sin, 
and sincere love for people, and we intend to keep doing 
what we've always done. 


Option 2: Add more Sunday services at a 
single location 

With five services on Sunday, there are no functional 
timeslots on Sunday to add a service. We could put services 
at extremely awkward times, but they would be poorly at- 
tended, poorly staffed, and would suffer from disproportion- 
ate attendance at the more attractive timeslots. Therefore, 
the option of adding more Sunday services is functionally 
impossible. 


Option 3: Add services on other days 

The only options left for additional services are Saturday 
night or a midweek service. At this point in the life of our 
church, Saturday night is not an option for the pastors and 
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staff. For many of them, it is their only day off with their young 
children as a family. We are unwilling to neglect and sacrifice 
our families when there are other options available and would 
consider this only as a last resort. In addition, increased ca- 
pacity by adding one or two more services would help, but 
only for a short season and would not accommodate future 
growth or release the Sunday morning pressure. Also, we 
currently use the facility on Saturdays for conferences and 
concerts which would conflict with a Saturday night service. 


Option 4: Build a bigger building 

We've explored this option repeatedly in an effort to 
keep everything under one roof. There are many obstacles 
which make this nearly impossible, short of God giving us 
Key Arena or Qwest Stadium. When that happens, we'll 
reassess. Until then, we’re facing: 

e Zoning Constraints: Laws in Seattle do not allow us to 
build a new building in an industrially zoned area of the 
city, such as where we are now in Ballard. Zoning laws do 
not even allow us to remodel an existing building unless 
it was built prior to 1987. The industrial zone is really the 
only area in the city where we could obtain enough land 
to build a big enough building on and enough land for 
parking cars. We may be able to legally fight these zoning 
constraints in court but would rather not as it would cost 
a great deal of money, take many years, and place us ina 
confrontational position with the city, resulting in negative 
media coverage that we do not want. 

e Money Constraints: The costs to build this sort of struc- 
ture are quite prohibitive. For example, if we were to build 
an auditorium that seats 5,000 people and had enough 
space for the kids, classrooms, and offices it would take 
about 150,000 square feet. 

e Parking Constraints: For an auditorium that seats 5,000 
people you would want to provide 2,000 parking spaces. 
In order to provide 2,000 parking spots, you either have 
to buy additional land (as much as 14 acres) or build a 
parking garage which would cost as much as $30 million 
dollars. 

e Time Constraints: For a project of this size and mag- 
nitude, it would take three to five years to locate land, 
design a building, permit the plans, and construct the 
facility. Additionally, we could potentially face litigation in 
the process, which is quite common for churches trying 
to build large venues. Meanwhile, we would be diverted 
from our primary focus of reaching people for Jesus 
Christ. 


Finding a location that works, coming up with $50 to 
$60 million dollars, and waiting three to five years is just 
not a realistic option. We've looked at building something 
smaller, that seats maybe 3,000 people, but all of the same 
challenges still exist and if God continues to move as He has, 
we would outgrow it in the first year and have to start all over 
again. 


Option 5: Rent a bigger building 
We have contacted every possible venue in the city 
that would seat enough people for Mars Hill. Many of them 
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don't rent to religious organizations and the others already 
use their facilities on Sundays and would not give us the 
exclusive contract that we would need. There is simply noth- 
ing big enough in Seattle to rent for our growing church. 


Option 6: Multiple sites 

About 1,500 other churches around the country facing 
some of the same issues as Mars Hill have adopted a multi- 
site, distributed church structure. In this format, there is one 
large church meeting in multiple locations on Sundays in 
varying-sized buildings. In fact, Mars Hill has done this in our 
own short history, at one point meeting for weekly services 
in Ballard, the U-District and South Seattle. We believe that 
our best hope is a multiple-site, distributed church format, 
and we have set our course in that direction for 2006. w 


PAFADO 


2nd annual, feat.: the Pulverts, 
Natalie Wouldnt, Upright Dub 
Orchesira, & more 


7pm -$8/$10 Sat. 1/21 


Friday Jan. 6th - 8pm, $7 
The Advantage, Joules, guests 


Saturday Jan. 14th - 7:30pm, $7 
The Four Color Process, 

Martian Memo to God, 

Speaker Speaker, 

& Linus Kill Lucy 


1401 NW LEARY WAY IN BALLARD WWIW.THEPARADOX.ORG 
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Welcome to the 
Capstone Institute 


At Mars Hill Church, we believe that theological educa- 
tion is an important facet in the life of every believer. To equip 
our brothers and sisters in Christ who have committed to 
the mission of Mars Hill Church as members, we offer free 
classes to those who want to learn more about God and 
live closer with Him. In addition, the Capstone Institute offers 
three specific education tracks: 


Gospel 101 & 102 

The two-part Gospel Class series is an introduction to 
Christianity and Mars Hill doctrine. These classes also serve 
as a prerequisite for all other Capstone classes except the 
Foundation Series. 


Foundation Series 

Classes offered in the foundation series are open to 
members and non-members that attend Mars Hill Church. 
Featuring both discussion and instruction, these explore top- 
ics that will help lay sound groundwork for the rest of your 
Christian life. 


Certificate Program 

The classes included in this program are normal 
Capstone courses, but students pursuing a certificate will 
be required to fulfill additional requirements, including two 
to six hours of study and writing outside of class per week. 
Register online to participate in the Certificate Program. 


February Classes 


Register online at www.marshillchurch.org 


WEDNESDAY CLASSES 
All classes meet from 6:45 to 8:30 at Mars Hill Church and 
last four weeks, unless otherwise noted. 


Gospel Class 102 

Led by Mars Hill Church Pastors 

Are you on board with Mars Hill’s mission? Gospel 102 is 
the companion class to Gospel 101. Gospel 102 serves 
to layout the framework in which Mars Hill Church sees as 
our future in achieving our mission and purpose in Seattle. 
Content of the class covers the missional church, steward- 
ship, core values, and what it means to covenant with Mars 
Hill. We ask every potential church member to take Gospel 
102 and see if Mars Hill is truly a place where they belong. 
If you haven't taken Gospel 101 you may still take 102. This 
class is required for church membership and many of our 
subsequent Capstone Classes. 


Apologetics 102 

Scott Hedgcock, member at Mars Hill Church 

1 Peter 3:15 charges all believers to “Always be ready to 
give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the 
hope that is in you.” This is the heart of apologetics and is 
the mission of this class. This class will further examine the 
importance and use of evidential and presuppositional apolo- 
getics. The basic tenets of the Christian faith will be studied. 
Special attention will be given to answering commonly 
raised objections regarding the Christian Faith. Believers of 
all maturity levels will be equipped with the fundamentals of 
effective apologetics. Apologetics 101 is not a pre-requisite 
and the material covered will be new. 


How to Study the Bible 

Adam Sinnett, member at Mars Hill Church 

This class serves as an introductory survey of resources and 
techniques for Bible study and ministry. Attention will be 
given to foundational principles and methods for interpreting 
Scripture, fundamental techniques of study, basic research 
procedures, and key resources. We will also examine a variety 
of approaches to application in varying contexts. Computer 
and internet-based study tools will also be discussed. 


Foundation Series: Pursuing Holiness 
Pastor Gary Shavey, M.A. in Ministry 

The Bible says, “But just as he who called you is holy, so 
be holy in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because | am 
holy.” What does that mean? In this class we will explore 
how holiness (which means being set apart for God) and 
moral purity are lived out into four aspects of our lives. This 
will be a great opportunity to gain a better appreciation of the 
Cross as it pertains to our positional and practical lives today 
and forever. Be ready for discussion and exploration, as well 
as the shaping of the Word to penetrate your lives during 
these four weeks. 


THURSDAY CLASS 


This class is 12 weeks long and meets offsite from 6:45pm- 
8:30pm, February 2nd - April 20th 


The Book of Joshua 

(Offsite of Mars Hill Church) 

Steve Crain, PhD, member at Mars Hill Church 

This new Capstone class format will combine the best ele- 
ments of a chapter-by-chapter study of the book of Joshua 
with an emphasis on application and how what we're learning 
changes our daily lives. This will be an exciting study that will 
explore God's inheritance for the Israelites as well as parallel 
concepts regarding our inheritance in Christ. Along with plac- 
ing an emphasis on applying what we learn in Joshua in our 
daily lives, we will also be building community based upon 
the principles we find in our study. Bottom line—and from 
the perspective of the book of Joshua-—this class is about 
growing closer to God and growing closer in community! 


BODYLIFE 


SATURDAY SEMINAR 

February 4th from 9am to 3pm at Mars Hill Church. 

The purpose of small seminars like Business & Theology is 
to provide an opportunity to take an entire Capstone class 
all in one day. 


Business & Theology 

Kabyn Begg, member at Mars Hill Church 

What purpose does business have in the Kingdom of God? 
Does God even care about business activities, or are those 
just worldly things that we have to do to get by? All Christians 
are involved in business at some level. Yet the vast majority is 
under the false impression that this has little or nothing to do 
with their faith. Join us for this one-day class as we dispel the 
myth of privatized faith and exalt Jesus as Lord of all—-even 
our business. In this class we will explore the fundamentals 
of a Christian worldview, the practical application of biblical 
principles to business decisions, and the role of business in 
the worldwide expansion of the gospel. Class participants 
will need to read Business by the Book, by Larry Burkett, 
before class. 


SUNDAY CLASSES 
Sunday classes meet at Mars Hill: Ballard from 2:30-4:00, 
February 5th - 26th 


Reformed Theology 

Kabyn Begg, member at Mars Hill Church 

This introductory course will provide an overview of the 
historical and theological aspects of the God-centered tra- 
dition known as “Reformed Theology.” At its heart lies the 
preeminent sovereignty and grace of God, fully manifested 
in the person of Jesus Christ. We will also navigate major 
doctrinal developments, briefly examine key players dating 
back to the first century, and discuss Its relevance to our time 
and place today. Join us as we spend four weeks learning 
about our Creator, High Priest and King who “gives all men 
life and breath and everything else.” 


Foundation Series: Biblical Community 
Pastor Gary Shavey, (M.A. in Ministry) 

There are many challenges about being new to the Christian 
life. One of the most common questions is, “OK, now what 
can | do and what can | not do?” How does one live life in a 
world that says there are no absolutes, therefore no account- 
ability? What does biblical community look like and how does 
one get involved? The answer to these questions and more 
will be the content of this class along with understanding the 
Trinitarian community, Christian liberty, accountability, and 
spiritual gifts. As Paul stated in Romans, “Having many gifts 
that differ according to grace given to us, let us use them...” 
Our heart is that you walk away understanding what it means 
to be a part of the body of Christ and how to build it up here 
and beyond. 


January 01 2006 VV 





Mars Hill 


Community 
Groups 


All community groups take place in the 
homes of church members who are 
committed to sharing their lives with 
those who participate in their group. 
The purpose of community groups is 
to provide a warm environment with 
opportunities for you to connect and 
grow authentic relationships and lasting 
biblical friendships with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ, experience authentic 
biblical community with God and others, 
find nourishment and accountability as 
you mature in your own walk with Christ 
and establish a support center from 
which you will go out into your various 
social networks carrying the hope of the 
Gospel. 

Prayerfully consider joining a 
community group. A comprehensive list 
of groups with contact information is 
available online, in the connect center, 
and below. If you’re interested in hosting 
or leading a Community Group, email 
leadership @marshillchurch.org. 






MONDAY GROUPS 


Ballard Monday 7pm 

Led By: Jon Bugler 

Contact: Levi Mulkey 

Phone: 206-229-5234 

Email: Imulkey@u.washington.edu 


Ballard Monday 7pm 

Led By: Mark Blair, Craig Baker 
Contact: Kirsten Blair 

Phone: 206-783-1970 

Email: kirstentheblair@yahoo.com 


Des Moines Monday 7pm 
Led By: Rob Thomas 
Contact: Michelle Thomas 
Phone: 206-592-0472 

Email: bluedane@comcast.net 


Greenwood Monday 7:45pm 
Led By: Caleb Davis 

Contact: Caleb Davis 

Phone: 206-297-6164 

Email: davisc@spu.edu 


Kent Monday 9:30am 
Led By: Autumn Brown 
Contact: Autumn Brown 
Phone: 253-520-0086 
Email: planb4@gmail.com 
For Women Only 


Magnolia Monday 7pm 

Led By: Bill Swayne 

Contact: Candace Swayne 
Phone: 206-726-1633 

Email: candace_s@wmsfp.com 
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Mill Creek Monday 7pm 

Led By: Mike Seggelink 

Contact: Mike and Thalia Seggelink 
Phone: 425-338-9692 

Email: tmseggelinK@hotmail.com 


Redmond Monday 7pm 

Led By: John Rivard 

Contact: John and Jeannie Rivard 
Phone: 206-484-3886 

Email: john@rivards.net 


University District Monday 6:30pm 
Led By: Taylor Aldridge 
Contact: Taylor and Cricket Aldridge 
Phone: 206-525-3455 
Email: design@brainstormmedia.com 


Wallingford Monday 7pm 

Led By: Dusty Wisniew 

Contact: Dusty and Corinne Wisniew 
Phone: 206-351-2261 

Email: dustywisniew@hotmail.com 


TUESDAY GROUPS 


Ballard Tuesday 6:30pm 

Led By: Fawn Hall 

Contact: Fawn Hall 

Phone: 206-706-8379 

Email: gasket_girl@hotmail.com 
For Women Only 


Ballard Tuesday 7:30pm 

Led By: David Pauls 

Contact: David and Patty Pauls 
Phone: 206-235-4215 

Email: patty@starfishcreative.com 


Ballard Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Jeremy Foster 

Contact: Jeremy Foster 

Phone: 206-250-7637 

Email: jeremyrfoster@hotmail.com 
For Men Only 


Ballard Tuesday 

Led By: Jordan McDevitt 
Contact: Jordan McDevitt 
Phone: 206-291-4130 

Email: highlakes@hotmail.com 


Bothell Tuesday 6:30pm 

Led By: Sam Barrett 

Contact: Sam and Beth Barrett 
Phone: 425-398-9490 

Email: samandbethbarrett@yahoo.com 


Central District Tuesday 

Led By: Wes Oaks 

Contact: Wes and Jamie Oaks 
Phone: 206-329-1176 

Email: wesleyandjamie@hotmail.com 


Crown Hill Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Adelle George, Mike O’Dea 
Contact: Mike O'Dea 

Phone: 206-696-1281 

Email: odea.mike@googlemail.com 


BODYLIFE 


Edmonds Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Justin Schaeffer 
Contact: Justin Schaeffer 
Phone: 425-776-4374 

Email: schaeffers1@verizon.net 


Edmonds Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Wilson Raj 

Contact: Paul Comte 

Phone: 206-963-7881 
Email: pfcomte@earthlink.net 
For Men Only 


Everett Tuesday 

Led By: Rob Kuchcinski 
Contact: Tim and Anne Quiring 
Phone: 425-379-2966 

Email: tquiring@earthlink.net 


Federal Way Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Kurt Stender 

Contact: Michelle Stender 
Phone: 253- 874-2627 

Email: michelle@stenderlaw.com 


Fremont Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: David Sheffield 
Contact: Molly Sheffield 

Phone: 206-849-9740 

Email: mollysheffield@ gmail.com 


Fremont Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Cory James Clouse 
Contact: Cory James Clouse 
Phone: 425-280-7820 

Email: coryjames32@gmail.com 


Greenlake Tuesday 

Led By: Ben Anderson 

Contact: Scott Richardson 

Phone: 206-227-2943 

Email: greenlakecommunitygroup@earthlink.net 


Greenwood Tuesday 7:30pm 
Led By: Drew Maxwell 

Contact: Drew and Lisa Maxwell 
Phone: 206-650-7085 

Email: lisa.maxwell@mac.com 


Greenwood Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led By: Nick Moceri 

Contact: Nick and Beth Moceri 
Phone: 206-219-9092 

Email: moceri@gmail.com 


Greenwood Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Contact: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Phone: 206-550-0007 
Email: pat_rickjd@yahoo.com 


Issaquah Tuesday 6:45pm 

Led By: Jason Cowan 

Contact: Jason Cowan 

Email: jasoncowan98@yahoo.com 


Kirkland Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Tim Saint 
Contact: Laurie Saint 
Phone: 206-941-8359 
Email: tim@saintfamily.com 


Kirkland Tuesday 7:30pm 

Led By: Colin Jones 

Contact: Colin Jones 

Phone: 425-823-7923 

Email: colin@maverickinvestments.net 
Kirkland Tuesday 7:30pm 

Led By: Tim Zion 

Contact: Tim and Mariah Zion 

Phone: 206-427-7869 

Email: timzion@gmail.com 


Lake City Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Hunter Hadaway 

Contact: Hunter and Molly Hadaway 
Phone: 206-368-8952 

Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 


Licton Springs Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Brian Landsberger 
Contact: Brian Landsberger 
Phone: 425-864-1275 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Lynnwood Tuesday 10:30am 
Led By: Melissa Woolley 
Contact: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Email: katfirst@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Lynnwood Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: James Dahlman 
Contact: Jim Dahlman 

Phone: 425-744-0588 

Email: jedahlman@hotmail.com 


Magnolia Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Barney Kropf 
Contact: Barney Kropf 
Phone: 206-227-6412 
Email: bkropf@spu.edu 


Maple Leaf Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
Phone: 206-619-3824 

Email: jessica@theabrams.net 


North Seattle Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Dave Kraft 

Contact: Dave Kraft 

Phone: 206-285-1673 

Email: pastordave@marshillchurch.org 


North Seattle Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Mark Kaeizel 

Contact: Mark and Marin Kaetzel 
Phone: 206-361-2282 

Email: kaetzelfamily@msn.com 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Edward Fedele 
Contact: Greg Allen 

Phone: 206-300-7006 

Email: greesha77@comcast.net 
For Men Only 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Michael Adeney, Shane Day 
Contact: Michael Adeney 

Phone: 206-524-4142 

Email: mwadeney@u.washington.edu 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Ryan James 
Contact: Ryan James 
Phone: 360-271-1224 
Email: jamesr@spu.edu 


Queen Anne Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led By: Tim Stiles 

Contact: Tim and Steph Stiles 
Phone: 714-728-6031 

Email: monkstile@hotmail.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Hockman, Sally Morrison 
Contact: Andrew Hockman 

Phone: 425-830-1805 

Email: sledge@getstunned.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Joel Robnett 

Contact: Joel Robnett 

Phone: 206-300-0960 

Email: robnett26@hotmail.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Jeremy Culver 

Contact: Dan Harder 

Phone: 425-260-4379 

Email: dan_harder@hotmail.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Jeff Elmore 
Contact: Lindsey Martin 
Phone: 206-719-4512 
Email: lindseym@remax.net 


Ravenna Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Nate Nelson 

Contact: Nate Nelson 

Phone: 206-321-2216 

Email: chrisandnatenelson@hotmail.com 


Sammamish Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Mark Brinton 

Contact: Sam and Jackie Jarawan 
Phone: 425-868-0341 

Email: markabrinton@hotmail.com 


Shoreline Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Andrew Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
Phone: 206-992-3019 
Email: alayne@gmail.com 


Shoreline Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Bill Nieman, Matthew Winslow 
Contact: Bill and Joan Nieman 

Phone: 206-417-5565 

Email: joanandbill@seanet.com 


Shoreline Tuesday 10:30am 
Led By: Trisha Wilkerson 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 

Email: trisha@marshillchurch.org 
For Women Only 


South Seattle Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Ted Dietz 

Contact: Ted and Sarah Dietz 
Phone: 206-755-0774 

Email: sarahdietz@comcast.net 


University District Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Mike Murphey 

Contact: Mike Murphey 

Phone: 206-579-1705 

Email: mmurphey@microsoft.com 
For Men Only 


Wedgwood Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Nathan Burke 

Contact: Nathan & Rachel Burke 
Phone: 206-407-9542 

Email: hexagon76@hotmail.com 


West Seattle Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Kyle Peters 

Contact: Kyle Peters 

Phone: 206-443-1685 

Email: koeters@westinbldg.com 


WEDNESDAY GROUPS 


Ballard Wednesday 7pm 

Led By: ‘Jamin Latvala 
Contact: ‘Jamin Latvala 

Phone: 206-789-8344 

Email: Jamin.latvala@gmail.com 


Kirkland Wednesday 6:30pm 
Led By: James Mallory 
Contact: James Mallory 
Phone: 206-940-3918 

Email: jrmallory@hotmail.com 


Lake City Wednesday 10am 

Led By: Molly Hadaway 

Contact: Molly Hadaway 

Phone: 206-368-8952 

Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Ravenna/Bryant Wednesday 7:30pm 
Led By: John Fromel 

Contact: John and Debbie Fromel 
Phone: 206-219-5312 

Email: debbie@fromel.com 


View Ridge Wednesday 7pm 

Led By: Matt Hudgins 

Contact: Matt Hudgins 

Phone: 206-753-7334 

Email: matthew.hudgins@uscm.org 


THURSDAY GROUPS 


Ballard Thursday 7:30pm 

Led By: Ted Cook 

Contact: Catherine Doner 

Phone: 206-579-9315 

Email: catherinedoner@hotmail.com 


Bellevue Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Cliff Low 
Contact: Cliff Low 
Phone: 425-747-0772 
Email: cliff_low@msn.com 


Bothell Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Tim Reber 

Contact: Mary Reber 

Phone: 425.670.0848 

Email: mary@rebecsolutions.com 


Bothell Thursday 10am 

Led By: Celestine Gibbs 
Contact: Celestine Gibbs 
Phone: 425-275-2723 

Email: Celygibbs@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Everett Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Bob Rubinow 
Contact: Marc Fulmer 
Phone: 206-353-2328 


Email: marc.fulmer@agathosfoundation.org 


Greenwood Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Aaron Easter 
Contact: Leigh Georgianna 
Phone: 206-369-9517 


Kent Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Shane Rehberg 
Contact: Shane Rehberg 

Email: srehberg@speakeasy.net 


Kirkland Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Mike Bates 
Contact: Michelle Bates 
Phone: 206-313-7757 
Email: mbrenee@gmail.com 


Lake City Thursday 7:30pm 

Led By: Jack McClain, Adam Christiansen 
Contact: Adam Christiansen 

Phone: 206-498-3551 

Email: adammchristiansen@hotmail.com 
For Men Only 


Lynnwood Thursday 7:15pm 
Led By: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 
Phone: 206-383-2092 

Email: binahe@yahoo.com 


North Bend Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Tim Pearson 

Contact: Tim and Susan Pearson 
Phone: 425-888-6662 

Email: timjpearson@hotmail.com 


Phinney Ridge Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Chris Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Pioneer Square Thursday 6:30pm 
Led By: Jeff Bettger 

Contact: Jeff Bettger 

Phone: 206-227-4397 

Email: jbettger@dc3e.com 


Queen Anne Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Dwayne Forehand 

Contact: Joy Forehand 

Phone: 206-650-7034 

Email: dforehand@marshillchurch.org 
Queen Anne Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Kabyn Begg 

Contact: Torrey Maben 

Phone: 206-285-7027 

Email: torreym@marshillchurch.org 
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Ravenna Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Troy Dillon 
Contact: Margaret Bullitt 
Phone: 206-524-4401 
Email: mbullitt40@aol.com 


Shoreline Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Adam Sinnett 

Contact: Adam Sinnett 

Phone: 206-283-5150 

Email: adam@acts29network.org 


South Seattle Thursday 10am 
Led By: Kristina Wendorf 
Contact: Kristina Wendorf 
Phone: 206-722-01235 

Email: ktwendorf@gmail.com 
For Women Only 


West Seattle Thursday 7pm 

Led By: David Wright 

Contact: David and Elizabeth Wright 
Phone: 206-658-0341 

Email: dewright8109@msn.com 


Woodinville Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Mark Lautenbach 

Contact: Mark Lautenbach 

Phone: 206-235-1486 

Email: marklautenbach@comcast.net 


FRIDAY GROUPS 


Kirkland Friday 10am 

Led By: Angela Giboney 
Contact: Angela Giboney 
Phone: 425-869-1759 

Email: anggiboney@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Phinney Ridge Friday 10am 
Led By: Kim Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


SATURDAY GROUPS 


Bainbridge Island Saturday 
Led By: Bob Moore 

Contact: Bob and Dixie Moore 
Phone: 206-842-1402 

Email: rim@bainbridge.net 


Shoreline Saturday 5pm 

Led By: Mike Wilkerson 

Contact: Mike and Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trisha@marshillchurch.org 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 

e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during 
service 
By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 
in the foyers 
By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 
if you would like some self addressed envelopes). 
Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 
Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email 
giving@marshillchurch.org 
Donation of stock 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 


W January 01 2006 


CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
November 6 $100,000 $124,987 478 4441 
November 13 $100,000 $103,676 421 4085 
November 20 $100,000 $102,933 409 4320 
November 27 $100,000 $68,492 346 3863 
December 4 $100,000 $92,105 403 3934 
December 11 $100,000 $146,208 467 3893 

















MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
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Total Giving 








$356,517 


$311,373 





$296,416 





$431,446 





$400,088 








*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. 
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(July 1, 2005- Dec. 11, 2005) 


Total Given $2,029,059 

Households 2101 

Average Giving $176/month 
per household 


EXPAND CAMPAIGN 


Due to a growing church body 
and space limitations, we have 
purchased a new facility one 

block north at 1401 NW 50th. 


We need to raise 3 million dollars 
in the next 16 months — for full 
details check out the “EXPAND” 
flyer or go to 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Needed funds $3,000,000 
Raised to date $1,515,907 
Number of 

Giving Households 990 
Total Needed 

to be Raised $1,484,093 
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Mars Hill: Shoreline 

January a significant development in the evolution of Mars 
Hill Church. The new Shoreline site debuts on the 22nd. In 
replicating up north, the same kinds of volunteers are needed: 


ushers, greeters, Children’s Ministry helpers, prayer team, pro- 
duction crew, and more. Mars Hill: Shoreline will hold services 
at 10:45am at the CRISTA Ministries campus. If you’re plan- 
ning on attending, email shoreline@marshillchurch.org to 
get involved. 


Can you work a can opener? 

With the transition to six Sunday services (including 
Shoreline), we need lots of new Production Department vol- 
unteers. Camera operators, PowerPoint operators, technical 
directors, service managers, production assistants, lighting 
operators, Saturday “Production Maintenance Crew” people, 
video editors, volunteers to drive sermon videos to Shoreline... 
If technology frightens you, that’s no excuse. If you can use 
a can opener, we want to train you to help us out. We need 
volunteers on Saturdays, Sundays, and all through the week. 
If you are interested, please email seff@marshillchurch.org. 


Do you think Vox Pop is rad? 

Then join the team and come write for us. Currently, Vox Pop 
is looking for some committed writers who are willing to help 
produce content on a monthly or bimonthly basis. As Mars Hill 
expands throughout the region, there is an increased need for 
effective publications and media. As our church changes, so 
must Vox Pop—get in on the action and help take it to the next 
level. Email voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 


Learning is good for the mind 
...and the brain! 


Capstone is gearing up for a new round of classes, start- 
ing January 4. If you missed out, however, do not fret. 
More Capstone classes are coming in February, so now’s 
your chance to carpe Capstone. If you're new to Mars 
Hill, check out the Gospel 101 or 102 class to learn more 
about us. Class listings and registration are available at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 
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Twice the Need- 


what are you waiting for? 
CM training January 8 and 15, 11:15-12:15 


With impending expansion, Children’s Ministry will be hold- 
ing two training sessions this month. You'll have double the 
opportunity—and no more excuses-—to get plugged in. Come 
to one of these informal, mandatory training session and 
get ready to start serving the next generation of our church. 
Help is needed in Ballard and Shoreline at all Sunday ser- 
vices (especially the 12:30) and on Wednesday nights. Email 
kids@marshillchurch.org if you plan on attending one of the 
training sessions. 


Join the Mission 

Every week, throughout the Puget Sound, in houses and 
apartments and condos, people gather together for one 
reason: Jesus. At Mars Hill, Community Groups are the vital 
conduit that connects Sunday with the rest of the week and 
the rest of our lives. Join a Community Group and see the 
face of Mars Hill. Check the latest listings in this edition of Vox 
Pop. Email /eadership@marshillchurch.org if you can lead 
and/or host a group. 


Recovery Groups 
If you're struggling with addiction, substance abuse, homo- 
sexuality, infertility, post-abortion trauma...Recovery Groups 
are designed to kindly, carefully, and firmly bring about a 
new way of life in Jesus. To join a Recovery Group, email 
recovery@marshillchurch.org. 


Do you think Vox Pop is lame? 
Then come write for us and help make it better. We need 
some dedicated contributors who can produce and manage 
content on a monthly or bimonthly basis. As Mars Hill expands 
throughout the region, there is an increased need for effective 
publications and media. As our church changes, so must Vox 
Pop-—get in on the action and help take it to the next level. 
Email voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 
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Are you man enough... 

...to join security? It’s dark, cold, and wet outside, but 
every Sunday and Wednesday night, Mars Hill men brave the 
elements to make sure everyone else stays safe and secure. 
For the glory of God and for the love of His people, man up 
and assume the mantle of this noble calling. Email joshua. 
clayton@marshillchurch.org. 


Breakfast Club 


Saturdays at 10am 

Breakfast Club is a great place to meet people, fellowship, 
eat well, and get your hands dirty serving your church. Even 
if you just started coming to Mars Hill, you’re welcome to 
join this ministry. Just drop in any Saturday at 10am to enjoy 
the not-so-early-morning goodness. Plus, It’s way better than 
detention! 


Sun Peaks Ski Weekend 

January 13-16 (MLK Jr. weekend) 

Join MH Outdoors in beautiful Sun Peaks, BC for a weekend 
of skiing, snowboarding, and other winter activities. Sun Peaks 
offers three interconnected mountains for skiing. Guests will 
stay in one of several very nice condominiums, all of which 
have private hot tubs and are ski in/ski out or ski in and a short 
walk to the chair lift. Single and married rooms available. Guest 
speaker TBA. All spots are reserved upon receipt of deposit. 
Space is limited, so act quickly before you're left out in the 
cold... Email Eric Studerus EStuderus @ci. everett. wa.us. 


Married Couples Wanted 

Have you been married for a few years? Is God present and 
working in your marriage? If so, engaged couples would 
love to learn from your example. Sign-up to mentor a group 
of couples and help them in their newly married experience. 
Email sen@marshillchurch.org for more information on how 
to get involved. 


www.marshillchurch.org 

Visit the website to listen to past sermon series, read back 
issues of Vox Pop, see pictures of all the elders, check out the 
latest Expansion news, listen to Mars Hill music, subscribe to 
Our various podcasts, read film reviews, scour our doctrinal 
statement, sign up for classes, find a community group, and 
search for typos. 


***For more information about how you can serve and get plugged in at Mars Hill, email connect@marshillchurch.org.*** 
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january 


for more information, visit www.marshillchurch.org 


weekly this season 


sunday services 

lots of big changes this month 
Until January 22: 9am, 11:15am, 5pm, & 7:15pm 
(no Children’s Ministry during the 7:15). 
January 22 and following: 
Ballard- 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30am, 5pm, & 7pm 
(no Children’s Ministry during the 7pm) 
Shoreline- 10:45am 


capstone & gospel 101 

wednesdays 6:45pm 

(Capstone classes also offered Sun. & Thurs. Unless 

otherwise indicated in course description, all classes 

meet at Mars Hill: Ballard) 
The Capstone Institute is a teaching and nurturing 
ministry dedicated to equipping all parts of the body 
with sound doctrine and practical application. The 
Gospel 101 and 102 classes provide an intro to 
Christianity and Mars Hill. Register at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 





proxy 

wednesdays, 6:45pm in the paradox 
High school and junior high students are invited to 
gather for worship, testimony, teaching, and prayer. 
The purpose of this ministry is to see each student 
mature spiritually, physically, and in reputation as 
they grow closer to Christ. 
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2 3 4 5 6 Th 


January 1 

Ballard Services: 6:45pm 
9am, 11:15am, 5pm, Capstone 
7:15pm Gospel 101 


Capstone, 2:30pm 


NEW YEAR'S DAY 


Jericho Junction 
Proxy 


9 10 11 
Ballard Services: 6:45pm 
9am, 11:15am, 5pm, Capstone 
7:15pm Gospel 101 
Children’s Ministry Jericho Junction 
Training: 11:15am Proxy 
Capstone, 2:30pm 
15 16 Iy 18 
Ballard Services: 6:45pm 
9am, 11:15am, 5pm, Capstone 
7:15pm Gospel 101 
Children’s Ministry Jericho Junction 
Training: 11:15am Proxy 
Capstone, 2:30pm MLK JR’S B-DAY, 

OBSERVED 
22 23 24 25 
Ballard Services: 6:45pm 
8:30am, 10:30am, Capstone 
12:30pm, 5pm, 7pm Gospel 101 
Shoreline Service: Jericho Junction 
10:45am Proxy 
Capstone, 2:30pm 
29 30 31 February 1 
Ballard Services: 6:45pm 
8:30am, 10:30am, Capstone 
12:30pm, 5pm, 7pm Gospel 102 


Shoreline Service: 
10:45am 
Capstone, 2:30pm 


Jericho Junction 
Proxy 


6:30pm 
Capstone 
Recovery Groups 


12 

6:30pm 
Capstone 
Recovery Groups 


19 

6:30pm 
Capstone 
Recovery Groups 


26 

6:30pm 
Capstone 
Recovery Groups 


2 

6:30pm 
Capstone 
Recovery Groups 


Paradox show, 
7:30pm 


13 

Film & Theology 
Star Wars: Revenge 
of the Sith, 6:45pm 
MH Outdoors: ski trip 
(through 1/16) 


20 


27 


Breakfast Club: 10am 


14 

Breakfast Club: 10am 
Coalition SK8: Inner 
Space, 2-4pm 


21 

Breakfast Club: 10am 
Paradox show, 8pm 
MH Outdoors: 
Snow-shoeing 


28 
Breakfast Club: 10am 


Biblical Business 
Seminar: 9-3 
Breakfast Club 


jericho junction 
wednesdays, 6:45pm, Mars Hill: Ballard 


Jericho Junction presents the Word of God through 


the use of drama and puppets. Jericho Junction 
challenges and encourages kids. It’s an artful, 
interesting, and exciting way for children to learn 
everyday application of the Bible. 


“the breakfast club” 

(10am saturday mornings at 

Mars Hill: Ballard) 
Breakfast, prayer and fellowship, preparing our 
church for worship the following day. Show up at 
the Paradox, Saturdays at 10am. 
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also in jan. and early feb. 
film and theology: 
“star wars Ill: revenge of the sith” 
january 13, 6:45pm 
Come watch Anakin Skywalker destroy himself 
(and the Star Wars franchise?). Discussion to 
follow: Where did it go wrong? 


paradox concerts (Always all ages) 
We're pleased to offer Mars Hill facilities as a very 
practical, hospitable outreach to our local music 
scene. Check out www.theparadox.org for 
more information on concerts. 

january 6, 7:30pm, $7 
The Advantage and guests 

january 21, 7pm, $8 ($10 at the door) 
2nd Annual Seattle Ska-Fest! 
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mars hill outdoors 
Contact each event leader for details on these 
and other Outdoors events. 

january 13-16 
Sun Peaks ski weekend. Contact Eric Studerus: 
EStuderus@ci.everett.wa.us 

january 21 
Snow-shoeing. Contact Meilee Lim 
limmei@gmail.com 


coalition SK8 

january 14, 2-4pm 
Join Mars Hill’s skater crew at Inner Space in Se- 
attle. Go to www.innerspaceskateboarding.com 
to get your waiver, and email Micah Carioto 
setapart81@hotmail.com. 


